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It's Magic Time 

Dear Gentle Readers, 

As I sit here starting this months review, I notice 
my monitor is jumping up and down and the battery 
jeii^SVh in my hearing aid just 

wq blew up. This means only 

flip \ J<f A one thing. The little 

flh- I darlings are watching 

JP y-J + J MTV again. Excuse me 
7<y V ^ J while I check on the kids. 

^ ^- * Walking in the family 

room we see a 40 inch TV hovering in mid air 
supported by a sound buffer emanating {make that 
blasting) from the speakers. The picture shows four 
scantily clad young ladies that are all built like the 
Hooterville Home Coming Queen of ‘68 and they 
apparently are singing because their mouths are 
moving. However, no discernible words are to be 
heard. I walk over to the TV and shut off the sound. 
The TV loses its suspension factor and crashes down 
on my foot. I begin a screamin', yellin' type of dance 
and my son says. "Dad you sing a rad song but 
where's the music?" Obviously its time for Mr 
Manners to have a talk with the kids. 

"Listen my children. It is my generation that gave 
you Rock and Roll. But this new stuff isn't fit to be 
heard. Early Rock actually had singers that could be 
heard over the band and you didn't have to be a 
believer to know the song had 
words or rely on audio osmosis 
to understand the song. Early W ’**1 
Rock was even loved by your 
Grandfather (well actually my vbwh|I 
Dad only like one song that went 
“Dip-dip-dip-dip 

Boom-boom-boom=boom GET A JOB Sha-na-na-na 
Na-na-na-na-na"). Kids, Early rock tackled mind 
boggling social issues like war (and "Does your 
chewing gum loose it’s flavor on the bed post over 
night"). The music spoke to the very soul {"please 
Mister Purple People Eater, don't eat me!"). It had 
emotions like love { and ittsy bittsy, teeny weeny, 
yellow polka dot bikinis). The songs made sense 
{Shimmy shimmy, coco bop, shimmy shimmy bop). If 
you must listen to this new fangled stuff, please keep 
the volume down, O.K. I begin to leave the room and 
my daughter says to her brother "Did we just get 
bawled out?" He brother replied "Worse than that. We 
got nostalgic to death. 

Ahh yes, now back at the monitor (which is now 
only trembling slightly on the shelf) and on to the 
review. 

Print Magic - EPYX 

Apple lie, lie, Ilgs with 128k, printer 

First a word of thanks to Paula Markson, the 
EPYX User Group Coordinator, for giving me this 
software to review and demonstrate to the Special 
Needs Group. 

Whats in the Box mmmmmmmm—i 

The box contains a large plastic disk Pqj 

with a big hole in the center and.HEY UU1 

KIDS, YOU PLAYIN' MY FLOPPYS ON ^ art °° I l e 

YOUR RECORD PLAYER AGAIN? Yes, fT ir V; "J? 
we have a manual (42 pages), 2 quick 
reference cards, 3 5.25 floppys. The ™ ow . p 

package tells me one of the floppys is a clack oa 

FREE holiday graphics disk. The disks ranging 
are not copy protected so you can make r_ in £ 5 V 
backups yourself rather than sending Mimput. 


February 1990 Volume 3 Number 2 

How To Manage Your 
Hard Drive 

By Gary R. Morrison 
From AppleWorks Forum September 1989 
Edition 

"This is the last in a series of seven 
articles by Dr. Morrison that describe how to 
use a hard disk drive with AppleWorks." 

In the previous articles in this series I 
described how to purchase, format, and install 
software on a hard disk. By now, you should 
have all your applications loaded, menus 
constructed for your disk management 
software, and a number of data files stored in 
subdirectories. 

Most popular disk frj 

come with important 
utility programs. In Hill 

this article, I will I 
describe how to use V. 
those utilities to 

manage and improve the performance of your 
hard disk. 

Backup 

An old aviation adage says there are two 
types of pilots; those who have landed with 
their landing gear up and those who will. 
Similarly, there are two types of hard disk 
users; those who have lost data and those who 
will. 

Losing access to the data on a floppy disk 
is upsetting, but losing access to all the files 
on a 20-megabyte hard disk can test your 
sanity. 

Hard disk users must remember that disk 
drives are electro-mechanical devices that 
are susceptible to failure. Although we cannot 
prevent failures, we can minimize our loss. 
The first line of protection is a regular 
backup of all the files stored on this disk. 

Backing up a hard disk involves copying 
the files from the hard disk onto another 
media, usually onto numerous 3.50-inch 

. . floppy disks or onto a 

1 magnetic tape. (You can 

|_| I_1 backup your hard disk 

■nTTi l In—11 onto 5.25-inch floppy 
^^^ disks, but that is 
impractical. It takes approximately 144 
5.25-inch floppy disks to store the contents of 
a 20-megabyte hard disk.) Then, if something 
happens to the files on the hard disk, you can 
use the backups to recover your data. Of 
course, any changes you made in the files 
since the backup will be lost. 

Why Special Backup Software? 

You might wonder why you need special 
software to backup a hard disk. Why not use a 
JL*..- disk copy file copy program 

i tents you alread v own ? 

Lieu is You cannot use a disk copy 

rs .program because disk copy 

‘S 1 *;.programs make exact duplicates 

®^ ds .of the original disk. That means 

n . |the original and copy must be on 

uldron....6-7. the same me dia, and you cannot 

a .- 1 "?- use a disk copy program to back 

jest . 7 ~°- up a hard disk onto floppy disks. 

. 8 - You can use a file copy 


Number 2 


□ 


Contents 

Cartooners.5-6. 

Print Magic.1-3. 

Macho Nerds.6-7. 

Mow the Lawn.3-5. 

Black Cauldron....6-7. 

Manging a HD.1-6. 

King's Quest.7-8. 

Miniput.8. 













/ "TTats...r> s 

, missed again^> 
V___ 



m 


greenies to the vendor. 

HOWZITWORK? 

You boot up the program and it asks you to 
specify mouse or joystick. You then flip over the 
program disk and continue to load the program. 

After it loads you notice you have 2 pull down 
menus for file manipulation and printing. At that 
time you position the pointer and select what you 
want to do. The program does three things. It 
creates banners, pages (signs) and greeting cards. 
Ok, so it sounds like Print Shop right? Well 
actually it is like Print Shop only better. 

Let's say we wanted to build a page or sign. The 
main menu for that is quite different than Print 
shop. The program will show you a condensed view 
of the entire page on the left side of the screen. 
The right side shows a portion of the page in full 
detail. The detailed section is 
fj selected by moving the pointer so 
you can see any portion of the 
condensed area. 

/ *yf O A To load a graphic, you select 
f &// "GRAPHIC" from the bottom of the 

y'/c> main screen. You then specify the 

-^ type of graphic. You can use Print 

Shop Graphics, your own, or the graphics provided. 
You then get a typical file load dialog box and you 
do the drive select, file select shuffle. After the 
graphic is loaded it may be viewed, resized, and 
positioned on the page. You get 54 graphic on the 
free Holiday Graphics Disk and 60 on the normal 
disk. 

Text can be added by loading one of the 15 
supplied fonts, positioning the TEXT cursor and 
typing it. The text is shown in a special area and 
not added to the page until you are satisfied with 
it. You can pick your flavor of text by selecting 
plain, bold, underline, italic or overlay. Size is 
selectable between large and small. Right, left, 
center justification is provided along with single 
to triple spacing. 

If you want a border or two, you select the 
pattern, (borders can be resized up to 6 times) and 
position it on the condensed screen. The border is 
then added. ^ 

Bells and Whistles 1 11 1111 1 1 ||j|fP^ 

You can edit virtually ffP**' 

anything. This is a real 
power plus for this ip|§|r\ / 

package. I just love to move « 

things around to where I want them rather than 
being at the will and whim of the program. There is 
also a built in Paint/Draw editor so you can do 
your own thing. You even got cut and past 
capability. The graphics are superior to Print 
Shop on detail and optional graphics disk are 
available. Although you don't have the detail 
provided by the Print Shop GS version, this 
package goes the max with the capabilities of the 
He and lie. 
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g» program to make backups of your 

SKSLp i-MiM... hard disk, but I do not recommend 
Tlf ■ ( ^ that procedure. File copy programs 

itv-iL * do not se S ment large files that will 
W '*1 no * ^ on a s l n gle floppy disk, nor do 
i pT.yjr«fe they keep track of the structure of 
'' Qgjgp* the subdirectories on your hard 
iat ■* drive - Finally, file copy programs 
M- **•►„* are less convenient to use and do not 
"■ compress your files to save space on 

I . the backup disks. 

JLJ Backup Programs. 

****K5P55^ Like all software, dedicated 

<• •’' ♦ViSlWS** backup programs differ in the 
* ; . »•* features they offer. However, all 

share similar traits. They all save 
your files and keep track of the subdirectory 
structure of your hard disk. All the backup 
programs use a "restore" program to reconstruct 
the data on the hard disk: you cannot simply copy 
the files from the backup copy onto the hard disk. 
Since every backup program uses a different 
approach to storing data, you must use the restore 
program that came with the backup program should 
you ever need to recreate the files. Let's examine 
three backup programs: Apple Computer's Backup 
II, and the backup programs that come with 
Easy Drive and ProSel. 

Backup II: Apple Computer's backup II is one of 
the oldest hard disk backup utilities. Backup II has 
two important advantages. First, the program is 
free from Apple dealers. Second, Backup II lets you 
back up the complete hard disk volume, any 
subdirectory, or only ^^ 

those files that were 
changed since the last /jV A \ 

backup. Unfortunately, m) O y few 

Backup II does not 
compress your files: It 
take longer and more 

disk changes to do complete backups using Backup 
II than programs that use file compression 
techniques. 

EasyDrive: The EasyDrive disk management 
system includes a backup program you install on 
the hard disk. EasyDrive's backup program 
compresses the files so they take up less space on 
the floppy disk. However, EasyDrive does not let 
you backup a single subdirectory or file; you must 
back up and restore the complete hard disk volume. 

ProSel: ProSel offers the fastest of the backup 
utilities; if you have two or more 3.5-inch drives, 
the program alternates between those drives and 
never stops copying. While ProSel does not offer 
incremental backups, ProSel does let you restore 
individual files from your backup disk. ProSel does 
not offer file compression. 

As you can see, each program has its own 
advantages and disadvantages; any one of these 
programs will do an adequate job of backing up your 
files. 

Scheduling Your Backups. 

Backing up a hard disk is not fun. It ties you 
and your computer up for two or three hours and 
requires you to keep changing disks. But the 
process is simple and is one of the necessities of 
owning a hard disk. 

You should back up your disk on a regular 
basis. I usually plan full volume backups during 
the middle of the month because two or three 
computer magazines arrive about then and I can 
relax and read while the system does the work. In 
addition, the arrival of the 
magazines reminds me that it is 
time to do the backup. jygg? 

The frequency with which you 
backup the disk depends on the f/Z' 
importance of your files. If you use l(U 5 o is*))) 
the disk to run a business, consider yjj 

backing up your files once or twice 










What could be better? 

Well, I'm sorry to say it don't do color. Black 
and white only. Although you can get good textures 
in the pictures using the different fill patterns, it 
really needs color to be great. 

I know you will find this hard to believe but it 
is DOS 3.3 format. Yeah, no kidding. And here I sit 



each week. If you use your disks 
primarily for personal work, you 
should plan a monthly backup. 

You only need to backup a 
volume after you make 
significant changes to the files 
on that volume. For example, 


with 20meg of hard disk in Prodos format and still you only need to backup your PROGRAMS volume 


have to do the disk shuffle to use this program. when you add new software or change 
Well we can always hope cause I heard a rumor configurations. However, you should backup your 
flying around that EPYX is working on a color, DATA volume on a regular basis. Ask yourself what 
ProDOS version. If there is, maybe Paula will let the effect would be if you lost all the data one week 


change 


me review that one also {hint, hint). 


after you backed it up. Then decide on your backup 


I let the kids play with this software and they schedule, 
stopped using Print Shop so it must be pretty good. if you have important data, you might want to 
Mr. Manners loved it despite the fact it was DOS keep two sets of disks for your backups. Rotate the 

*■% n • 1 II 1_1_1 II 1 Y-IT-N 1 * FIT . _ J * 


3.3. so its "thumbs up" to EPYX. 


Well I see the monitor is starting to vibrate backup of your backups 


different sets for each backup so that you have a 


again so the volume is increasing on the TV. I 
guess I could give them a lecture about life before 


How To Do A Backup 

Start the backup process by formatting the 


Rock and Roll but "Mare's eat oats, and doe's eat required number of floppy or 3.5-inch disks. Name 
oats, and little lambs eat ivy. "was WAY before my the disks BACKUP.01, BACKUP.02 and so forth; 


time. 

Deepest personal regards 
Mr. Manners 

(c) Copyright, AzApple Journal 


HONEY, I MOWED THE 
LAWN 

By Dan Gutman 


that helps you keep track of which disk you need to 
insert next. Put a label on each disk. 

The speeds of your disk drives might differ 
slightly and could cause read or write errors if you 
format a disk in one drive and try to use it in 
another. Glen Bredon, the author of ProSel, 
recommends that you format the disk on the same 
drive you will use when you backup your hard 
drive. While most backup programs only let you use 
one floppy drive, ProSel lets you use two drives for 
the backup process. So, if you have ProSel and two 


In the movie "Honey, I Shrunk The Kids," Rick 3.5-inch drives, format the odd numbered disk (e.g., 
Moranis is a nutty physicist who invents-among BACKUP.01, BACKUP.03) in Drive 1 and the even 
other things--a numbered ^ diekii 

doesn't ^think 1!!!||||| All aboard for Computerfest‘90! Remember M jllllj pr Ppl8S Ea^Drive 
so. For the past ijlljllj that iVs on February 25, 1990, at the ||i| jjgjji launch the appllca : 
four years, Ray HHiijlijljiiji: Travelodge. The doors open at noon, and ,|ii|y ijjiji tj on as you wou id 

and his admission is free! So don,t miss the boat! .=tiilpl any other program, 

brother-in-law ;|(|||H& See you there! Both ProSel-8 and 

computerized 1 If you use ProSel-8, 


numbered disks 
(e.g., BACKUP.02 , 
BACKUP.04) in 
Drive 2. 

Now it is time 
to back up your 
files. If you use 
Apple's Backup II 
or EasyDrive, 
launch the applica¬ 
tion as you would 
any other program. 
Both ProSel-8 and 
ProSel-16 include 
backup programs. 
If you use ProSel-8, 
select "Utilities 


The thing actually works, and every few weeks it Directory" from the ProSel Main Menu, then select 
mows Ray's lawn in Frederick, Maryland-all by "Backup" from the Utilities Menu and follow the 
itself. on-screen prompts. If you use ProSel-16, select the 

"Everybody hates mowing the lawn," Rafaels utilities Folder under "Miscellaneous" {not 
says. “It's the last manual chore that technology "Utilities" under "ProSel-16 Stuff"), then select 
hasn't been able to overcome." "Backup" from the Utilities Menu. Follow the 

He got the idea when he saw an old "Mow-Bot," on-screen prompts and insert the appropriate 
a primitive 1960s attempt at a robot lawn mower, backup disk when requested. When you are done, 
Because the silicon chip didn't exist back then, the write the date on a piece of paper and store it with 
hundred or so people who bought Mow-Bots had to y0 ur disks. Store the disks away from your 
bury wires under their yards. Mow-Bot rolled computer to protect your data. 


around and when it sensed a wire, it would turn 
and mow in a different, random direction. 


It might take a week, but eventually the lawn incremental backups 


Incremental Backups. 

If you use Backup II, consider doing weekly 


would get mowed. 


incremental backup 


copies only those files that were changed since the 


“It was kinda like putting a blind man in a last backup; incremental backups are relatively 
room with a paint brush," says Ray. "If you leave fast and convenient. 


him in there long enough, he's going to cover most if y0 u use EasyDrive or 
of the wall." ProSel, consider backing up 

Rafael, who still works at his full-time job as y0 ur AppleWorks data files as 

- - -* an engineer, recognized that you work. Keep them on the 

today's technology could make desktop until the end of the 
HPlIilill an INTELLIGENT version of day and save them on floppy 
Mow-Bot that would cut a disks before quitting 


before 


quitting 


lawn in straight rows, the way AppleWorks. I suggest you 
humans do. maintain separate floppy 

disks for each subdirectory on 
- Feb. 1990 - Page 3 your hard disk, e.g., one disk 
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"I looked at It and said, 'Heck, I 
could put a computer on the thing.'" 

"The Lawn Ranger," as Ray has 
dubbed his mower, packs an 8-bit 
microprocessor (most of today's 
computers are 16 or 32 bit). 

It doesn’t "memorize" the layout of 
a yard. You steer it around the 
perimeter of your property once using 
a remote control device (Ray bought 
his at Radio Shack), and the mower 
learns not to go beyond that area. 

Then the mower automatically cuts 
inward, making smaller and smaller 
rectangles until the entire lawn is 
mowed. At that point, the mower 
shuts itself off. 

To make certain that it cuts evenly, a sensor in 
the front of The Lawn Ranger scans the grass. If 
the grass is low, it does nothing. If the grass is 
high, it tells the computer, which tells the motor to 
steer toward the high grass. 

When it's done cutting, the mower will swivel 
around a few times and actually “search" for any 
patches it might have missed. 

I know what you're thinking. What about 
B trees? What about 

children crawling across 
_ ' ■ t ~ | \ the grass? This thing 

'•■jf. s_.Sj * ®| sounds like it would fit 

\ right into a Stephen King 
TllOR .1 1- B ILL book. 

The Lawn Ranger, 
believe it or not, also sends out sound pulses to 
avoid hitting objects in front of it. If it detects a 
tree two feet away, for instance, it will steer 
around it—the same way a bat uses sonar. If a 
moving object, such as a person, comes within one 
foot, the mower stops and shuts itself off. 

"You just bring it around once, put it on 
automatic, and then go practice your golf swing or 
cook some hamburgers," claims Ray, who designed 
both the hardware and the software. "It's 
something to watch. I'll tell you." 

Apparently so. Ray uses The Lawn Ranger 
mostly in his back yard because people are 
constantly stopping their cars and coming over to 
pester him about it. "They usually think somebody 
is hiding and controlling it," he says, "but when 
they find out that it mows the lawn by itself, they 
really flip out." 

You can't buy The Lawn Ranger at your local 
Sears just yet. There's only one in the whole world. 

Ray and his partners are trying 
ficG&L *° raise ^e money to go into 
/ l production, and a "major 

a [ J\ manufacturer" is coming to have 

f a look next month. 

) Until then, there are a few 

\ \ f jy I kinks to be ironed out. 
uJu \\\)}) "Sometimes you hit a dead 
spot, like where the dog went," 
Ray says seriously. "The program has to sift 
through this information and make a logical 
decision about the proper direction." 

If a lawn mower can't figure out which way to 
go in that situation, it ain't THAT intelligent. 

Q: How do you know when your computer is 
obsolete? 

A: When the government allows its sale to the 
Russians. 

For several years, Apple II and plain vanilla 
IBM PCs have been sold to the U.S.S.R. Last week, 
the Commerce Department lifted restrictions on 
entry level Macintosh and IBM PS/2 computers, 
which, I suppose, indicates that these models must 
be considered useless. You know the U.S. 
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for personal letters, one disk for tax data, and so 
forth. 

At the end of the day, go to the Other Activities 
Menu and tell AppleWorks you want to save your 
files on the floppy disk drive instead of the hard 
disk. Then bring the file onto the screen, insert the 
correct disk in the drive, and issue an Apple-S 
command to save the file. Reformat these disks 
after you do a regular backup. 

Optimization 

Most hard disk management programs include 
an optimizer; a little used utility that improves the 
performance of the drive by rearranging the data on 
the disk platter. It woks as follows: 

ProDOS saves your files in "blocks"; each block 
holds 512 bytes of data. When your disk drive is 
empty, ProDOS saves files in blocks that are 
adjacent to one another. Storing the data in adjacent 
blocks minimizes the distance the drive head needs 
to move to save or load a file. 

Now imagine a hard disk with File 1 stored in 
blocks 50-65, File 2 in blocks 66-88, File 3 in blocks 
89-92, and File 4 in blocks 93-110. When you delete 
File 3, you leave blocks 89-92 empty. The next time 
you save a file, ProDOS will start 
to save the file in blocks 89-92. If 
the file fits, ProDOS stores the 
file in adjacent blocks on the disk. 

• • If the file does not fit, ProDOS 

^ stores the beginning of the file in 
blocks 89-92 and then looks for 
free space elsewhere on the disk. Thus, as you use a 
disk drive, your new files get separated, or 
"fragmented." This slows down the operation of the 
drive because the heads must move from location to 
location, while they read and write the different 
segments of the file. 

Most optimizers move all the subdirectories to 
the beginning of the disk; that makes it easier for 
ProDOS to read the directories and find the files. In 
addition, the optimizer moves each file into 
contiguous blocks to speed up the hard disk loading 
and saving times You can get up to a 50% increase 
in speed when you optimize a badly fragmented 
disk; thus the ability to optimize a disk is an 
important part of a hard disk management package. 

However, consider this word of caution about 
optimizers: Moving blocks of data around a disk is 
a risky process. If anything goes 
wrong, you might be unable to 
access some or all of the files on 
the disk. Therefore, you should 
only run an optimizer program 
after doing a full volume backup. 

Then, if a problem occurs, you can 
use the backup to recover your 
files. 

Both EasyDrive and ProSel 
come with optimizing programs 
that rearrange the data on a disk 
so it is easier to access. 

EasyDrive's program is called 
“Optimizer"; ProSel's optimizer is 
cryptically named "Beach 






































































































































































































government wouian t allow sucn expor 
thought the Russians could do anything 
worthwhile with them. 

If you own an advanced Mac or PS/2s, you're 
okay—those computers are still off limits to 
Communist countries. Laptop computers are also 
restricted. 

Selling personal computers to the Russians 
puts the computer companies in a delicate 
position. 

In effect, they have to say, "Our computers are 
powerful—more powerful than our competition, but 
not powerful enough to launch nuclear weapons or 
anything like that." 


Cartooners for the Apple 
Ilgs 

(By a member of the Regina Apple II Group) 

Aren't you tired of hearing reviewers tell you 
that software is "user-friendly," only to find out 
you have to spend hours with the manual just to 
learn to use it, and to have to baby-sit your kids 
because it's too complex for them to use? And then 
we have educational software that claims to be so 
interesting that your kids will fight you for the 
computer just to get the opportunity to learn with 
this new "educational software." 

Well, I've finally found that piece of 
"user-friendly educational software" that everyone 
claims to have, and it's called CARTOONERS by 
Electronic Arts. 

I won't attempt to provide a full review of this 

* -v product, as that best left up 

to the trade journals. Please 
see recent issues of either 
■PH V inCider or A+ for the reviews. 

S jr Instead, I'll briefly describe 

^ the product and what it has 
^ done for my family. 

CARTOONERS is designed to make it possible 
for you to create your own "Saturday Morning 
Cartoons." With the package, you can pick your 
backgrounds, choose your characters, give your 
characters movement and actions (ex. the dog can 
"moonwalk"), and add music. Speech is added thru 
the use of "word balloons." The backgrounds can be 
changed anytime during your "movie," as can the 
music. 

There is only a limited number of backgrounds, 
characters, and music supplied with the original 
package, but backgrounds can be imported from 
most of the popular paint programs (such as 
DeluxePaint II), and music can be imported from 
_ .I Instant Music (among others). 

_ ( } 1 1 Electronic Arts promises that 

. more characters, scenes, and 

■ 4 ?-—,4 -, y music will be available in 

U )\ future, much like the "art" disks 

Fm nil for DeluxePaint II and the 

‘ j j Vi “ graphics disks for Print Shop. 
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Comber". 

Comparison of Optimizer and 
Beach Comber. 

EasyDrive's Optimizer is slower 
but safer than Eeach Comber. 
Optimizer never reads more than two 
blocks into memory at a time, thus 
you are unlikely to lose more than a 
single file if the power fails or 
disaster strikes. ProSel's Beach 
Comber uses the memory in your 
computer to read in larger segments 
from the disk. As a result, Beach 
Comber is significantly faster than 
Optimizer. But if the power fails, you 
are likely to suffer great damage to 
ie flies on your disk if you use Beach Comber. 

Optimizer has another advantage; it lets you 
press the Escape Key and quit the program at any 
time. That's a useful feature given that it can take 
three to five hours to optimize a 20-megabyte hard 
drive. You cannot quit Eeach Comber until it 
completes its task, but that is less of a problem 
because Beach Comber takes less than an hour to 
optimize the same 20-megabyte drive. 

EasyDrive's Optimizer lets you limit the 
optimization to only the subdirectories, that is 
significantly faster than optimizing the complete 
drive. (Optimizing the subdirectories gives you 
almost 90 % of the speed increase you obtain from 
optimizing the entire hard drive.) EasyDrive also 
includes a utility called "Status" that checks the 
number of fragmented files on your disk and 
recommends whether or not you should optimize the 
disk. 

Clean Up Your Drive 

One theorem of home ownership is that one's 
possessions always grow to exceed one's storage 
capacity. A corollary is that one's neetLs* 
for data storage always exceeds the / 
available space for one's files. It/ ^ ft 
is difficult to imagine filling 
up a hard disk but, unless 
you are careful, you 

Even before you f 1 1 

your drive, there are f C r - 

good reasons to delete oldiv files and conserve 

space on your system. 

First, consider the extra time it takes to scroll 
through older files when you look at the disk 
director/. Not only do these files take your time, 
they slow down the computer. And, each time you 
read a directory, ProDOS must read and display the 
filenames. 

Second, the more files on your drive, the longer 
it takes for you to back up and optimize that drive. 
Anything that discourages you from backing up and 
optimizing your hard disk should be avoided; they 
are important operations. 

Every few months you should search through the 
data on your disk and archive the unused files onto 
one or more floppy disks, then delete the files from 
the hard disk. You can use TimeOut FileMaster for 
this process. FileMaster works within AppleWorks, 
so you can look at the contents of each file, and 
FileMaster can show you the disk catalog sorted in 
chronological order. 

Parking The Heads 

As I described in the first article in this series, 
hard disk drives work by having light-weight 
read/write heads "float" over spinning disks on a 
cushion of air. These systems are surprisingly 
rugged when you consider how delicate the 
mechanism must be inside the unit. But the drives 
are susceptible to damage when you move the units; 

„ it’s important to 

r __ "park" the heads 

Q[\ in a position 
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The CARTOONERS interface 
follows the Apple standard, using 
windows and pull down menus. You 
never have to remember a command, as 
they are always only a click of the 
mouse away, in one of the pull-down 
menus. I spent a total of only 15 
minutes with my 3 year-old showing 
him how to use the package, and now he 
spends hours creating his own cartoons. 
I know of another 8 year-old who has 
learned to use the package without 
reading the manual or getting any adult 
instruction 

CARTOONERS will challenge your 
child's creativity. Having this exciting tool to play 
with, they will still have to use their imagination 
to build a script and their typing and spelling 
skills to enter the character's 
dialog into word balloons. The 
movies can be played back as 
they are created, giving you 
instant feedback, and any 
mistakes can be corrected as you 
go. If a YCP. or CamCorder is 
connected to the composite video port on your 
Apple Ilgs, the resulting movies can be recorded 
for playback on your VCR. 

So far, my kids have created cartoons of their 
adventures in the neighbourhood, greetings for 
their grandparents in Saskatoon (we sent them a 
video-tape), and a few fictional stories. 

There aren't many home programs retailing for 
over $50 that I would recommend buying, but this 
one is definitely worth spending your hard earned 
dollars on. Adults can use it too! CARTOONERS 
requires an Apple Ilgs with 1 meg of memory, and 
one 3.5 inch drive. 

Editors Note: CARTOONERS is not copy 
protected and will install on a hard disk. 




THE MACHO NERD 

By Dan Gutman 

There's a new breed of man around these days. 
I call him "The Macho Nerd." 

The Macho Nerd is the high-tech guy of the 
Nineties who proves his masculinity by letting the 
world know about his great computer system and 
how much he knows about technology. 

It no longer matters how athletic you are, how 
good-looking you are, or how much money you 
make. All that matters is your hardware. 

When you meet a Macho Nerd, the first thing 
he asks is "So...what kind of system do you have?" 

This is how The Macho Nerd sizes you up. 
Macintosh guys consider themselves superior to 
Apple II guys, and Apple II guys consider 
themselves superior to Commodore or Atari guys. 

IBM guys, naturally, consider themselves to be 
above everybody. 

I've met guys who were ashamed to tell me they 
still use an old TRS-80 computer. They can't even 
look you in the eye when they say it, and make 
sure to add that they'll be buying a new computer 
any day now. 

I myself am embarrassed to admit to Macintosh 
aficionados that I still use "MacWrite," an 

adequate but eleme¬ 
ntary word processing 
program. 

"Whattsa matter, 
wimp?," they sneer, 
"Not man enough to 
handle "Microsoft 
Word?" 

To these computer 
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the data on the disk. 

While many hard 
disk systems 

automatically park 
their head, other 
drives rely on a 
utility program to 
manually execute this 
process. 

If your drive does not have self-parking heads, 
make certain you run the head-parking software 
that comes with the drive whenever you shut down 
the unit. ProSel-8 and ProSel-16 also include a 
utility called Park Heads. If you use FroSel-8, 
select "Utilities Directory" from the ProSel Main 
Menu, then select "Park Heads" from the Utilities 
menu. If you use ProSel-16, select the Utilities 
Folder under "Miscellaneous" (not "Utilities" 
under "ProSel-16 Stuff"), then select "Park Heads" 
from the Utilities Menu. 

Problems. 

Now that you've taken all the necessary 
precautions, what do you do if your hard disk fails? 
First, power down your system, check the cables, 
and remove and reseat the hard disk interface card 
in the computer. Many hard disk problems can be 
traced to poor connections between the cables, card 
and computer. 

If that doesn't help, call the technical support 
staff at the dealer where you purchased he drive. 
Dealers who see many hard drives are aware of the 
usual problems with the systems they sell; a good 
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dealer will try to help you get the 
system going. If that doesn't help, call 
the technical support staff at the 
manufacturer. 

If the disk drive is working but you 
lost access to your data, you can 
reformat the disk and restore the data 
to the volume using the backup disk. 
But first speak to the dealer and 
manufacturer; an experienced hand 
might be able to recover the old files and have you 
avoid reformatting the disk. 

Some manufacturers will attempt to recover 
your data when they repair a drive. When your disk 
is returned after a repair, check it first before 
reformatting or restoring the files. You might find 
that your data is still intact. 

Always be alert to any unusual sound from your 
disk drive. If you hear anything unusual or you 
experience problems when booting, immediately do a 
backup and then check with the appropriate 
technical support group. Hard drives often give 
plenty of warning before they fail completely. 
Summary 

By now, you undoubtedly appreciate the speed 
and convenience of your hard disk. Regular and 
frequent backups and proper management of the 
disk are necessary for a safe and efficient work 
environment. 


The Black Cauldron - A 
Game for Kids? 

By Derick Browne of the Regina Apple II 
Group 

Sierra On-Line in conjunction with W T alt Disney 
Personal Computer Software has released a 
computer adventure game based on the animated 
movie "The Black Cauldron". This review is of the 
Ile/c version which needs 128K of RAM. There is 
also an Apple Ilgs version that requires 512K of 
RAM. 

The Black Cauldron is a 
3-d animated adventure game 
where you play the main 
character Tar an. Unlike other 












literate bullies, bigger 
is better, new is good, 
old is bad, and the 
more money you paid 
for your equipment, 
the tougher you are. 

It isn't good enough 
to have a hard disk 
drive anymore. Now 
you've got to have a 40 
MEGABYTE hard drive. It isn't good enough to 
have an RGB display. Now you've got to have a 
FULL PAGE display. And a scanner on your 
desktop always helps you earn respect. 

Real men don't use floppy disks. Bytes are for 
sissies. Megabytes are where it's at. The more the 
better. And the more desk space your computer 
system takes up, the more of a man you are. 

User friendliness is for wimps. Real men use 
hardware and software that is so incoherent and 
confusing that Einstein would give up in disgust. 

Computer people used to hide their hobby from 
the rest of the world like it was an illicit activity. 
These days, you can't shut them up. Most 
coversations, it seems, eventually work their way 
to spreadsheets and data bases. 

When it reaches that point, they like to show 
off their manliness by spouting computer jargon. I 
know a few things about computers, but at a trade 
show recently a guy talked to me for a half an hour 
and I have absolutely no idea what he said. When 
he was finished, I felt like I had 
been beaten up by the neighborhood 
bully. 

The sad part is, it looks like The 
Macho Nerd is here to stay. Teenage 
boys used to dream about driving a 
four-on-the-floor Corvette with 400 
horsepower under the hood, mag 
wheels that could go from zero to 
sixty in less than seven seconds and 
a good-looking blonde in the 
passenger seat. 

These days, those same boys fantasize about a 
NEXT computer system with four megabytes of 
memory and a Hewlett-Packard laser printer that 
will go from zero to 500 characters per second—and 
a good-looking blonde telecommunicating from her 
terminal across the country. 

Some things never change. 




Yo! Get a Transwarp! 

(From America Online) 

Yeah, I'm talking to YOU. You W.I.M.Py GS 
user, who has to watch reruns of Shogun and 
Gandhi while AWGS is printing. 

GET A TRANSWARP GS! No, no buts, ifs, 
ANDs, ORAs, or EORs. This sucker will give your 
GS new meaning! Heck, it'll give the GS meaning, 
period! 

I've had this thing for two weeks now, and its 
unbelievable. Today (in my 
utter boredom, watching it 
flood outside :) I played 
around with it, and was 
flabbergasted again. ALL 
types of windows flew. I couldn't even *SEE* the 
Finder window outlines as they opened and closed! 
wOw! 

AWGS, fasssssst. I can scroll, I can scroll! 
Feel like peter pan... 

It's got a great bootup 
sound (felt like I was in an 
sr71) and a GREAAAAAAAT 
"about" animation. 

Dungeon Master GS, 

Arkanoid GS, Alien Mind, 
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adventure games by Sierra, the 
Black Cauldron doesn't use a 
command line where you type in 
commands. Instead, you can 
choose one of three options. Look, 

Do, or Use, using the joystick. 

When you "look" at a place you'll 
see different things depending on 
where you are on the screen. As you move around 
and "look", you'll see different things. The "do" 
command lets you talk with other characters and do 
things that are on the screen, such as jumping from 
one rock to another. The “use" command lets you 
use things that you find or are given, in the game, 
such as a rope or a sword. 

The quest in the "Black Cauldron" is to find and 
destroy a magic cauldron, before the evil Horned 
King finds it and uses it to conquer the land. Along 
the way you may find a princess, some witches and 
even some magic flying dust. 

This game was designed to be easy to use, with 
children in mind. The puzzles are easy compared to 
many of Sierra's other adventure games. There 
were a few rough spots that I found though. (No, that 
doesn't mean I'm not as smart as an average 
10-year-old kid.) The graphics are in double hi-res 

and are very colourful. The 
game comes on three 
double-sided 5.25 inch disks 
and retails for about $44. 

The Black Cauldron is a 
good introduction to 3-D 
adventure games because it 
keeps the commands simple. I enjoyed the game and 
would say it deserves an eight out of ten. There are 
two screens that may be a bit difficult for children, 
and the game is copy protected. Otherwise, the game 
meets the standards I have come to expect from 
Sierra On-Line. 



How to Win King's Quest 

by Josh Brown (Sierra Nut) 

To obtain the three treasures of Daventry, you 
must try to get the treasure chest first. To get the 
treasure chest, get either the golden egg or the 
golden walnut, either will do. Then go to one of the 
trolls of the bridges, and give him the golden object 
that you have. He will let you pass, and you will 
come to a frame with a lean-to and a old gnome. He 
will give you three chances to guess his name. It is 
not necessary to guess it, so just type in three 
guesses. However, if you want to pick up some extra 
points, first guess "Rumplestiltskin". He will tell 
you that you are wrong. Next type 
"Nikstlitselpmur"(Rumplestiltskin backwards), and 
he will tell that you are on the right track. Next 
guess Rumplestiltskin in another form. To find the 
name, write this chart out. 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

ZYXWYUTSRQ PON M L K J I HG T E D C BA 

This is a code which has the alphabet spelled 
backwards, A = 2, B = Y, and so on. Spell 
"Rumplestiltskin" using this code. He will either 
give you magic beans, or a golden key. Then, go to 
the frame with the giant door on it. Either unlock 
the door or plant the beans. Then go up either of 
them, either climbing the stairs or the beanstalk. 
Once you get up there, explore the cloudland. Stay 
on the lowest frame, because the giant wonders on 
the top. While exploring, you may find a sling. If 
you wanted to get more points, you could have gotten 
some rocks and sling them at the giant. The rocks 
are found next to the 
river. Go all the way 
to the west most 
frame. Then go up. 

Go to the east until 
you see the giant. 





Kings Quest I-IV, Sword Of Sodan, Chessmaster, 
Balance Of Power, ProSEL, DeluxePaint, Graphics 
Supermarket, Orca, APW, APPLELINK (tm), you 
name, I speed it! 

Go where no Apple Computer Inc. can go (damn, 
I'm getting corny :), buy one from AE now. Or from 
one of those other companies, user groups can get 
some great deals on TW GSs also! 


Indoor Golf - Mini-Putt 

There's Mean 18, World Tour Golf, and Leader 
Board, golf games all. So what's new about 
Mini-Putt? Unlike the others Mini-Putt is a 
miniature golf game. All you can do is putt, but it 
takes planning timing, and luck to make par in 
Mini-Putt. 

You'll need an Apple Ilgs with 
512k to play Mini-Putt, and a colour 
monitor is a definite must. 
Mini-Putt is copy protected and 
cannot be installed on a hard 
drive. The graphics in Mini-Putt are 
good, but there is little use of sound. 
Other than the snapping of a putter 
(you'll find out about that soon 
enough), sinking the ball, and the 
splash of your ball taking a swim, the game is 
mostly visual. This makes it easier to concentrate 
on the game. I would have liked a cheer or 
something when I break par, instead of the simple 
tune that is played. 

Mini-Putt, from Accolade, offers four different 
courses (traditional, classic, challenge, deluxe) for 
1 to 4 players. Each course is nine holes and some 
are more difficult than others. Traditional is the 
easiest, and deluxe is the hardest. You use the 
mouse to aim and putt the ball. A vertical bar 
shows the power (in feet) of the putt, and a 
horizontal bar shows how far right or left of center 
the ball will roll. Each hole has arrows that show 
the slope of the surface. It pays to study each hole 
before putting the ball, or you 
may be in for a surprise or two. If 
you've ever played miniature 
golf, you'll be right at home with 
Mini-Putt. 

One a scale of 10, Mini-Putt 
comes in at 9, because it is copy 
protected and doesn't use the sound capabilities of 
the Ilgs. Mini-Putt is challenging and fun, the two 
requirements for a good game. You'll find 
Mini-Putt at Software Supermarket for $52.95. 




Sculley's Best Bar Lines 

What kind of "lines" would John Sculley use in 
a bar to pick up a date? We found out what his Top 
10 favorites lines were: 

10. Are you user-friendly? 

9. Let me go over your look-and-feel. 

8. I have gobs and gobs of cash. 

7. What a coincidence! I have a litigation 
pending, too. 

6. Would you like to come home and play with my 
Finder? 

5. You don't work for Xerox, do you? 

4. Would you mind signing this non-disclosure 
agreement? 

3. Ignore the lawyers; they followed me home one 
day and I can't seem to get rid of them. 

2. I'm rich, I'm famous, I run a major corporation, 
and I have a fast car. What more could you want? 
And number one, John Scully's top pick-up line: 

1. Go out with me or I'll sue you into 
oblivion. 




Quickly sling the rocks at him 
or hide behind the big tree. 

After a while, he will fall 
asleep. Run over to him, and 
take the chest. Then go down 
the stairs. You now have one 
treasure. 

Next, go to the frame next to 
the castle, and push the rock out of the way. Then, 
look in the hole and take the dagger. Then go to the 
well. At this point, you should save your game, in 
case you die. Then, dive into the well. As soon as 
you appear, pause the game. You have three 
options. 

You can A) Cut down the bucket with the 
dagger, type "dive", quickly swim down and exit into 
the cave, walk very close to the dragon, and throw 
the water in the bucket of water at him, and as soon 
as he leaves, get the mirror, and go out the way he 
did. 

B) Type "dive", swim down and exit into the 
cave, throw the dagger at the dragon, get the mil i or, 
go back into the well, get in the bucket, and pull 
yourself up, and climb out of the water. 

C) Use the invisibility ring that you may have 
gotten from the friendly elf, and walk past the 
dragon without him noticing you, and then go back 
up. 

After performing one of these options, obtain 
the cheese, which is in the witch's house, get the 
fiddle, which is in the poor family's house giving 
them the bowl that never runs out of soup, and get a 

four leaf 
clover, which 
is north of the 
castle. Go to 
the frame with 
the bird in it. 
By jumping, 
catch the bird 
and ride on it. 
He will take 
you to the 
island with the mushroom on it. Get the mushroom, 
and jump into the cave. 

Next, give the rat the cheese, and while he is 
eating, walk past him. After that frame, a 
leprechaun will appear. Begin playing the fiddle. 
He will start dancing with you. After he is done, 
walk down, and watch the king walk away. Then, go 
to the throne and get the staff and the shield. Walk 
up the stairs, and get as close to the tiny hole as 
you can. Then, eat the mushroom. Quickly, walk 
out, and wait for your body to become larger. Go 
back to the castle, and enter it. Walk to the throne 
room, and bow to the king. He will stand up, bow, 
and complain of a pain in his chest. His last words 
will be, “The kingdom is yours!" He will die, and 
you will win the game. 

I have only told you the basics. There are more 
places to earn points, like pushing the witch into 
the fireplace, etc. 


Boe's Theorem. The remaining work to finish 
in order to reach your goal increases as the 
deadline approaches. 

Deadline-Dan's Demo Demonstration. The 
higher up the "higher-ups" are who've come to see 
your demo, the lower your chances are of giving a 
successful one. 




The next meeting is March 11, 1990 
at 1601 Cowan Cresent. The meeting 
starts at 1:30 PM. 
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